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In 1988, Lucky, pictured above, was the first dog 
we adopted from an animal shelter. She was 

homeless and was scheduled to be euthanized 
that day. Lucky served as our demonstration dog 

for 11 years. She is symbolic of our commitment to 
save homeless dogs while fulfilling our mission to 

serve people with disabilities.
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Published quarterly for friends and supporters of 

 
 

Can Do Canines is dedicated to enhancing  
the quality of  life for people with disabilities  
by creating mutually beneficial partnerships  

with specially trained dogs.

We envision a future in which every person who 
needs and wants an assistance dog can have one.

Assistance dogs provide the gifts of  freedom, 
independence, and peace of  mind to our clients and 
their families. Our fully trained dogs, often adopted 

from local animal shelters, are provided to our 
clients who live with disabilities that involve mobility 
challenges, hearing loss or deafness, seizure disorders, 

autism, or diabetes complicated by  
hypoglycemia unawareness. 

Dogs, training and equipment are  
provided to each client free of  charge.

Board of  Directors: 
MarySue Krueger  President 
John Sturgess Vice President 

Mike Branch  Secretary 
Greg Stevens  Treasurer 

Dianne Walsh Astry  Mary Decheine-Rhatigan  
Kevin Florence  Susan Forsberg   
Kiersten Hegna  Lauren Segal  
Len Washko  Robert White

To reach a staff  member via phone, dial  
763-331-3000. When you hear the greeting,  

press the extension number you need  
or press 2 for an employee directory.

Can Do Canines 
9440 Science Center Drive 

New Hope, Minnesota 55428 
e-mail info@can-do-canines.org
website www.can-do-canines.org

On August 25, 2014 Can 
Do Canines celebrated 
exactly 25 years since 
certifying our very first 
assistance dog, little 
Annie, with our client, 
Marcy Bury. Annie was 
the first Hearing Assist 
Dog placed by our brand 
new organization, then 
known as the Hearing Dog 
Program of Minnesota. 
Annie was adopted 
from Minneapolis Animal 
Control, sometimes known 
as “the pound,” where she faced a very 
uncertain future. 

As the organization began, we also faced 
an uncertain future. Assistance dogs for 
people other than the visually impaired 
were still a relatively new concept. And, 
providing them to those in need for free? 
Would this concept work? As I look back 
at all the dogs who have traveled through 
our trainers’ capable hands and think 
about all the people we’ve helped since 
our first, furry helper back in 1989, it is 
clear that it has, due largely in part to 
supporters like you.

So as we celebrate this 
important milestone, I would 
like to dedicate my column by 
sharing a few highlights from 
our history:

Three years after we 
certified our 
first Hearing 
Assist Dog, 
our good work 
began to be 

recognized in the community. 
Although we had only 
graduated a total of 22 teams 
by the end of 1992, we still 
received both the Nonprofit 
Mission Award for Innovation 
from the Minnesota Council 
of Nonprofits and the 
Distinguished Service Award 
from Minnesota and from the 
State Council on Disability.  
A very proud moment!

In 1993 Lions clubs across 
Minnesota invited us to 

partner with them for the first time.  
This beneficial partnership has blossomed 
over the years and continues to this day. 
In 1995 we changed our name to Hearing 
and Service Dogs of Minnesota as we 
certified our first Mobility Assist Dog.  
We celebrated our 
10th anniversary in 
1999 by moving into 
a larger space with a 
small kennel of our 
own and at year-end 
we had graduated  
82 teams.

Things began to accelerate during 
the first six years of the new 

century. We began placing dogs 
in surrounding states and 

graduated our first 
owner-trained 

Mobility Assist 
Dog. We 
expanded our 
programming 
by placing our 
first Mobility 
Assist Dog 

Our first graduate team Marcy Bury 
and Hearing Assist Dog Annie
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NEW TEAMS
Web Exclusive

Birgit Lillehei and Ellie

“If I’m using my cane,  
I’d say people do not  

watch out for you. 

But if you have a dog next  
to you, people see you.”

Read Birgit’s story at  
can-do-canines.org

Jacob Larsen and Inky

“Chances are if someone can’t 
do what I need, more than  

likely Inky can.”

Read Jacob’s story at  
can-do-canines.org

with a child and training our first 
Diabetes Assist and Seizure Assist 
dogs. By the end of 2006 we celebrated 
graduating 200 teams in total.

In 2007 we became 
a fully accredited 
member of Assistance 
Dogs International to 
ensure our dogs were 
meeting the highest 
of standards. We also 
graduated our first 
Autism Assist team! 
As we continued this 
ground-breaking 
work one of graduate 
teams, Finn Golden 
and Autism Assist Dog 
Traeh, even landed on 
the cover of the St. Paul 
Pioneer Press!

We celebrated 20 years of 
service to the community in 2009 when 
we graduated team number 300. To 
lay the foundation for the future of the 
organization, we declared a $4.4 million 
Capital Campaign, which allowed us to 
sign a purchase agreement on our own 
building and begin rehab of the property 
to add kennel space and meet the needs 
of more clients and more dogs. We also 
announced a new logo and our new 
name: Can Do Canines. What a year!

In 2010 we moved into our new 
building and began a puppy program at 
Sandstone Federal Prison. We graduated 

team number 400 in 2012 and hosted 
a diabetes assistance dog seminar 
at our facility, welcoming attendees 
from around the world to learn how 

we train these types of 
assistance dogs. In 2013, 
we successfully completed 
our Capital Campaign, 
finishing our building 
renovations and assuring 
our new facility would be 
paid for by 2017.

In 1989, Marcy and Annie 
were the first of more than 
450 assistance dog teams 
that would graduate over 
the next 25 years. Annie 
changed Marcy’s life for 
the better. And the same 
can be said for each of the 
other 449 teams that have 
experienced increased 

freedom, independence and peace of 
mind by partnering with one of our 
specially trained assistance dogs. 

Please join us as we celebrate this 
milestone year at our Graduation 
Ceremony on October 11 and the 
Fetching Ball Gala on November 15. And 
thank you for making our work possible.

Here’s to the next 25 years! 

 
Alan M. Peters  
Founder & Executive Director

Finn Golden and Autism  
Assist Dog Traeh on the cover  

of the Pioneer Press

You’re invited to ...
Can Do Canines Graduation
It’s fall at Can Do Canines and that means 15 
assistance dog teams are ready to celebrate 
their many months of hard work and training by 
participating in our graduation celebration.  
Please join us!

Saturday, October 11, 2014 at 1 p.m.
Can Do Canines

9440 Science Center Drive
New Hope, MN 55428

Proudly presented by:

Northern Dakota County Chapter
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“It’s been a life-changing miracle,” says 
Maja Nord, when asked how Can Do 
Canines has impacted her life. 

Maja of Maple Grove, Minn. was 
diagnosed with epilepsy at the age of 
five. Her specific condition causes her 
to have two different types of seizures, 
which can result in a loss of short-term 
memory, balance and the ability to hear 
and respond. Throughout her life, Maja 
has met with various neurologists, tried 
several combinations of prescribed 
medications, and even consulted with 
the Mayo Clinic regarding possible 
surgical options in an attempt to 
control her seizures. None of these 
treatments have proven successful. 

Living at home with her parents and 
younger brother while attending 
college, Maja has a strong network of 
family and friends that she can rely 
on. But, the reality of Maja’s epileptic 
disorder is that she never knows when  
or where a seizure will take place, or 
how severe it will be. This fear has not 
only impeded Maja’s ability to obtain 
greater independence, but has also 
created a great deal of anxiety for her 
and her family. 

Maja first learned of Can Do Canines 
through the Epilepsy Foundation of 
Minnesota, where she works. Truth 
be told, Maja was surprised to hear 
that assistance dogs could be trained 
specifically for her disorder. 

“I wasn’t really a dog person,” Maja says. 
“But I became convinced once I learned 
that this dog would be trained. She’s  
not going to be one of those wild pet 
dogs running around the house!” says 
Maja, laughing.

So Maja applied for a Seizure Assist 
Dog through Can Do Canines and was 
soon matched with Andi, a two-year-old 
yellow Labrador retriever. Andi’s Puppy 
Raisers describe her as a super sweet 
and mellow dog that is highly motivated 
and “will never leave your side.”  

The perfect attribute for a Seizure Assist 
Dog to have!

Andi’s job is to help Maja keep calm 
during a seizure and reorient her 
afterwards by sitting by her and licking 
her hands or face. Andi also helps Maja 
when she first stands up after a seizure 
by bracing her legs as Maja sometimes 
experiences significant disorientation 
and weakness, post seizure. Andi is also 
trained to retrieve items and get help if 
Maja is in need of additional assistance.  

“I used to never know when or where a 
seizure will take place or how severe it 
will be,” Maja says. 

“Knowing my assistance dog will 
be with me 24/7, helps me feel 
secure and makes me feel much 
less anxious.”

In addition to Andi’s specific training, 
her presence has improved Maja’s 
quality of life in other ways. For 
instance, Maja’s family and friends now 
describe her as more confident and 
excited about the prospect of living 

independently without the fear of her 
medical condition interfering. 

“Now that she has Andi, Maja’s willing  
to go out more,” Maja’s mother says. 
“She’s more inclined to join us on 
errands and go out in public without 
worry, which is great.”

Maja and Andi certainly have a lot to 
look forward to and Maja is very grateful 
for the amazing gift of Andi. “What the 
donors do to make this happen makes 
me want to cry, because you guys gave 
me the best match of a dog ever,” says 
Maja. “I don’t know what I would do 
without Can Do Canines.” 

Want to help raise more amazing dogs like 
Andi? Become a volunteer puppy raiser! Visit 
can-do-canines.org/puppy-raiser for more 
information and to apply.

We Thank Those Who Made This 
Placement Possible:

c  Puppy Raiser – The Larson Family
c  Dog Source – Patricia Ewert
c  Long-term Foster – Christopher &  
 Cheryl Gibbons
c  Vet Services – Animal Wellness Center

The Calming Effect
Maja Nord and Seizure Assist Dog Andi     by Jenna Paananen

Maja Nord and Seizure Assist Dog Andi



#1) Subaru, Inc. – a new corporate partner!
Subaru, Inc. joined Can Do Canines as a corporate 
partner this year by generously donating a one-year 
lease on a 2015 Subaru Outback. This vehicle will be 
used to safely transport dogs and staff throughout our 
service area. 

Come see the new 2015 Outback on display at the 
Fetching Ball Gala in front of the Marriott City Center 
(see the back cover for more details). We are most 
grateful for Subaru’s generous support! 

#2) Subaru “Share the Love” Campaign:  
November 20, 2014 - January 2, 2015

This year Bloomington Subaru (7801 Lyndale Avenue South, Bloomington), 
has chosen Can Do Canines to benefit from their “Share the Love” campaign! 
Subaru buyers can now choose to support Can Do Canines when they buy or 
lease a new Subaru. 

The Share the Love campaign runs from November 20, 2014 through  
January 2, 2015. For each new car purchased or leased, Subaru will donate 
$250 to the buyer’s charity of choice. Can Do Canines is honored to be chosen 
by a dealership that does so much good for their local community. If you are in 
the market for a Subaru and want to help Can Do Canines, visit Bloomington 
Subaru and Share the Love! Thank you Subaru!
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Gifts in Memory Of                                                                                                                                       
Gifts given in memory of and received between June 1, 2014 and August 31, 2014

Donated by .................................... In Memory of  
Mary Adair ...................................................................... “Beau”
Animal Wellness Center .............................................................

“Seamus” Abresch, “Annie” Craig, “Maggie” Gackle, 
“Tucker” Gelschus, “Chaser” Gravatt, “Moses” Hoaglund, 

“Dusty” Horejsh, “Kasey” Hussong, “Daisy” Kolstad, 
“Jenny” Maine, “Ringo” Mehrkens, “Molly” Mielke, 

“Quincy” Peterson, “Cookie” Petrie, “Charlie” Reilly,  
“Cookie” Reinsel, “Tristan” Rood-Schook, “Shadow” 
Schlechter,  “Sydney” Staley, “Buddy” Stang,  “Fiddy” 

Streeter, “Buddy” Strehlow, “Titus” Tyler, “Buddy” Walch, 
“Wilson” Woodworth

Sandra Bauer ........................................................................ Sage
Bette Ann Bloom ........................................................... “Beau”
Sandy Brown ................................................................... “Beau”
Ouida Crozier .........................................................Lynn Liptak
Sandra Davis .........................................................“Beau” Segal
Rita Eckert................................................ “Fiona” and “Riley”
Malcolm Fallek .....................................................“Beau” Segal

Mary Gaffney ......................................................... Joyce Ogren
Phyllis Garelick ............................................................... “Beau”
Bonnie Genin........................................................Terry Knight
Bonnie Genin.................................................Elizabeth Adams
Bonnie Genin..............Sharon Van Watermulen and Reuben 

Simpson
Sheila Goldstein ....................................................“Beau” Segal
Lisa Holden ................................................................Lee Perish
Mary and Mark Holmes .........................Mary Jo Blumhoefer
Carol Jennings ............................................................. “Wizard”
Pete and Sharon Kleingartner .................................Paul Diehl
Donna Kriesel ................................................Debbie Schaeffer
Donna Kriesel .................................................................Rodney
Stefanie Koeller .................................................................Bailey
Tim Lodge .............................................................“Beau” Segal
Janet Lubov ..................................................................... “Beau”
Karin Margolis .............................................. Abby Stuhr-Pyles
Eunice McBroom .......................................... Michael Shilinski
Susan McCarville ...................................................Harry Smith

Elaine Obershaw .........................................Dennis Grosenick
Michelle O’Kelley ............................................................ Emma
Carol Petersen ................................................Angeline George
David Renner ....................................................... Cecil O. Dick
Joan Sadoff  ..................................................................... “Beau”
Barry and Vicki Riven ........... Our dear friend, Tony Ferlitto
Judy Schmelz ...................................................Jeri Christianson
David Segal ..................................................................... “Beau”
Lisa Segal ...............................................................“Beau” Segal
Judy Sharken Simon .......................................................Phoebe
Gina Smith ...................................................................... “Beau”
Jane Steck....Our good friends’ dog of  many years, “Scout”
Marian Veaasen .....................................Lion Wesley Hatlestad
Marian Veaasen ..................................................Virginia Olson
Barb Verhage ................................................... Edith Ahlstrom
Barb Verhage ....................................................... Marilyn Stacy
Margaret Wierson ................................................Viola Marlow

®

Subaru Loves Dogs and Can Do Canines Loves Subaru
   ... let us count just TWO of the ways!



Can Do Canines is pleased 
to have NutriSource Super 
Premium Pet Foods as our  

dog food sponsor.
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Abbygail, or Abby, is a 12-year-old 
girl who lives in Blaine, Minn. with 
her parents, Sherry-Ann and Charles, 
her younger sister, Katheryn, and her 
grandmother, Christina.

Abby has Autism Spectrum 
Disorder, but also has been 
diagnosed with seizure and 
metabolic disorders. Like 
many children with autism, 
she has a tendency to bolt and 
is unaware of danger, which 
may result in harm. While 
Abby is mostly non-verbal, 
after years of training and 
therapy she has begun to 
respond well to specific cues 
which help her self-regulate. 
Her physician indicated that 
she was an excellent candidate 
for an assistance dog, which 
“would be greatly beneficial 
for her sensory, social, and 
communication deficits.”

Like many families, the 
Ledonios love to go to water 
parks, the Mall of America, 
movies, their church, and 
amusement parks. However, Abby’s 
behaviors limited family activities and 
as Abby’s condition worsened they found 
themselves saying “no” a lot and turning 
down invitations from other families. 
When they did venture out of the 
house, Charles and Sherry-Ann found it 
necessary to develop “The Plan.”

For example, if the Ledonios were at a 
restaurant, one parent was responsible 
to take Abby to the car and stay with 
her should she be incapable of staying 
seated, or if she suffered from a 
meltdown. “The Plan” enabled the rest of 
the family to stay and finish the meal.

But they knew The Plan was not a 
long-term solution. So, after hearing 
about Can Do Canines they hoped an 
assistance dog would help keep Abby 
calm and focused, especially during 
challenging and stressful situations.

“We had wanted an assistance dog for 
a while, so we did some research and 
watched videos about it. We learned that 
we could go out and not have to worry 
about bolting and could go to places like 
restaurants as a family,” says Charles.

Katheryn says that now she cannot even 
begin to think of what it was like before 
two-year-old black Labrador retriever 
Jensen entered their life—it’s so  
different now.

Before an assistance dog, if the family 
visited the zoo they needed to secure 
Abby in a stroller or cart. Now with 
Jensen tethered to Abby, she is free to 
explore—all with a furry companion by 
her side. Jensen helps Abby feel more 
secure, keeping her safe and calm in 
social gatherings, trips to the mall, and 
even speech therapy. Katheryn, Abby’s 
sister, has also noticed a change. 

“She makes more sounds of 
happiness, she laughs a LOT 
more.” 

Abby’s parents add that she sleeps 
better, too.

“Before Jensen, we might wake up and 
find Abby had turned all the lights and 
the fireplace on,” Charles says. “Now, 
if Abby gets up at night, which is much 
more rare, Jensen alerts one of us.”  

 The two now sleep … and even  
snore together!  

“We are grateful and extremely 
thankful to Can Do Canines and their 
supporters,” SherryAnn says. “I used  
to wake up every day and think of 
Abby—her safety, if she’s happy. But  
now with Jensen the stress level is  
down, my anxiety is less. Jensen is  
a life-changer.” 

Autism Assist Dogs are the most sought after 
assistance dog on Can Do Canines 180 person 
waiting list. To help shorten that wait and help 
us train more dogs visit can-do-canines.org/
donate and make a contribution today. You 
can make a difference for a person with  
a disability!

We Thank Those Who Made This 
Placement Possible:

c  Puppy Raiser – Sarah Murphy & Ryan Billig
c  Dog Source – Can Do Canines  
 Breeding Program
c  Breeder Host – The Van Landschoot Families
c  Vet Services – Maryland Ave, Veterinary   
 Ophthalmology Specialty Practice

Abbygail Ledonio & Autism Assist Dog Jensen 

The Sounds of Happiness
Abbygail Ledonio & Autism Assist Dog Jensen                by Pam Streiff



What is a Mobility Assist Dog?
Mobility Assist Dogs are trained to help a person with physical disabilities.  
While the needs of each client can vary greatly, Mobility Assist Dogs are trained 
to provide support by:

These skills can be customized to meet the needs and lifestyle of the  
individual client.

•  Opening and closing doors

•  Picking up dropped items

•  Retrieving an emergency phone

•  Getting help from someone else  
   in the home

•  Turning light switches on and off

•  Providing counterbalance with the  
 use of a specially designed harness
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Scott Brunk began self-training 
his Mobility Assist Dog Moto when 
the dog was just a puppy. With 
his first command “under,” the 
little chocolate Lab scooted right 
below his desk and the team’s 
journey began, which would one 
day lead Scott to a life of greater 
independence and peace of mind. 

Living on a farm in Crooks, S. 
Dakota, Scott has extensive 
experience in raising and training 
dogs. He belongs to the local AKC 
Kennel Club, has helped other 
owners with dog training, and 
was once even the manager of a 
pet store. But as complications 
from his type 1 diabetes began to 
increase, Scott knew it was time to 
begin to put his knowledge of dog 
training to use in his own life. 

Scott has had four organ 
transplants since being diagnosed 
with diabetes at the age of 14. The 
disease has since led to neuropathy, 
which causes weakness, numbness and 
pain in his hands and feet. To make 
matters worse, he’s developed stage 3 
renal failure which has left him with 
poor eyesight. As Scott puts it … “it’s 
the equivalent of looking through two 
Christmas wrapping rolls.”

“I have good days and I have bad days.  
If I go out and into town, running 
errands or what-have-you, it usually 
takes me two to three days to recover 
from the exhaustion and muscle aches,” 
Scott says.

So to help limit those “bad days,” 
he began to research assistance dog 
organizations to help train and certify 
Moto and help him regain his freedom. 

“I basically needed help fine-tuning a 
variety of skills, which is where Can Do 
Canines came in,” says Scott.

Trained and certified with the assistance 
of Can Do Canines, Moto now helps 
Scott in invaluable ways. Scott has no 

feeling from the knees down and suffers 
from tunnel vision, so Moto steadies 
him as he walks. Wearing a harness that 
adjusts six different ways, Moto is able to 
balance Scott in any direction as he, and 
the harness, instantly adjust to  
every move. 

“For instance, if I’m going to the right, 
Moto will actually brace himself to the 
left and help me balance,” Scott says. 

Can Do Canines and Scott also 
taught Moto to be true to his breed 
and “retrieve” items. The lab will get 
items from the refrigerator, fetch his 
medication and even go get his wife Lisa 
in case of an emergency. 

Moto also opens doors and helps Scott 
gain his balance when he gets out of  
a chair. 

“Basically anything I ask him 
to do, he does it. He’s my 
everything.” 

As the two continue their newly 
“certified” life together, Scott plans to 
give back to Can Do Canines and  
pay-it-forward. He hopes to volunteer 
or help train the next Mobility Assist 
Dog in his area. Can Do Canines looks 
forward to meeting “the next Moto” 
sometime soon.  
 
To hear first-hand how Can Do Canines 
assistance dogs transform people’s lives,  
come to a Tails to Tell Tour at our facility.  
Find upcoming tour dates on the back cover  
of this newsletter.

Call our office at 763-331-3000 or email  
tour@can-do-canines.org to reserve  
your spot!

My Everything
Scott Brunk & Mobility Assist Dog Moto           by Tammy Waibel

Scott Brunk & Mobility Assist Dog Moto
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A group of dogs take a break from the 
walk to go “Bobbing for Hot Dogs.”

Puppy Raiser Gunnhild Accola and 
assistance dog in training Quest leads 
a group of “Strut with a Pup” cohorts.

An English bulldog named “Miss 
Burda” pays the Woofaroo a visit.

A Record Breaking Can Do Woofaroo … because of YOU!

Rogers 
Lions

Due to the support of amazing people 
like you, Can Do Canines had a record-
breaking Can Do Woofaroo!

This year’s Woofaroo on Saturday, Sept. 13, 2014 
brought in a total of $95,967, making this the highest 
year ever! This amazing amount was made possible 
by the generosity of supporters like you and will 
fund four new assistance dog teams next year (at 
$25,000/each).

Our top fundraising team was “Raise the Woof” 
whose 42 person team raised $37,986. One member 
of their team, Ken Brennen, even donated 250 shares 
of Medtronic stock valued at $16,632. The best part 
is that Medtronic is going to match his gift! Our 
future graduates will be forever thankful.

In total, 202 walkers, 107 dogs and 90 volunteers 
joined us for the 1-mile walk and festival. Highlights 
included Katie K-9 from myTalk 107.1 answering 
“doggy-inquiries,” a demonstration from Officer 
Brian Sheehan and explosive detection dog “Mesa,” 
face painting, dog-centric games and more!

Thank you to everyone who walked, pledged and 
volunteered— we hope to see you again next year for 
another record-breaking event! 

Proudly Presented by

Independence Partners

Freedom Partner  Paw Partners

Sharon  Griff 650

Joe  Mester 465

Jen  Keavy 460

Lynn  Holtzleiter 270

Diane  Bryers  250

A Record Breaking Woofaroo ...
because of YOU!

THE LEADERBOARD
Top 5 Teams
1. Raise the Woof ........................ $37,986
2. Team Georgia Peach ............... $4,230
3. Legacy League ........................ $3,461
4. McWick .................................... $2,090
5. Team Larry ............................... $1,965

Top 5 Individuals
1.  Christina Martinez ................... $3,685
2. Renee McMillan ....................... $2,090
3. Joe Mester ............................... $2,050
4. Mary Decheine-Rhatigan ........ $1,901
5.  Larry Endres ............................ $1,840

... a big THANK YOU to all who donated and raised 
funds for the 2014 Woofaroo!

Bene

ting Can Do Canines
Dakota Washington County • Ramsey County

Northwest Minneapolis • Northern Dakota County  

Osseo Lions

Spring Lake  
Park Lions

Rockford  
Lions

Hanover  
Lions

“Raise the Woof” - Top Fundraising Team
The “Raise the Woof” Team raised the largest amount in 
Woofaroo team history, coming in at $37,986! We are 
incredibly thankful to all 42 members of the team and to 
team member Ken Brennen for his sizable contribution 
of $16,632 worth of Medtronic stock.
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A friend found it interesting when  
Chad Murphy Price chose to apply for  
an assistance dog through an 
organization called Can Do Canines, 
because he “always thought of him as  
a real ‘can do’ person.”

“I’m an adaptive water skier, 
motivational speaker and website 
designer,” says Chad.

This would be an impressive resume 
for most people, but for the 31-year-
old, Waukesha, Wis. resident with 
Cerebral Palsy, it speaks volumes. As 
a result of his Cerebral Palsy, Chad 
has quadriplegia and uses a power 
wheelchair to get around. Most simple 
daily tasks are nearly impossible and 
he relies on the help of personal care 
attendants (PCAs) for meals, dressing, 
bathing, etc. While this assistance 
has been beneficial in helping Chad 
live a busy life, from volunteering at 
fundraising events to mentoring others 
with disabilities, he was finding there 
were still areas in which he needed help.

“There were some tasks I couldn’t do 
on my own, like pick things up that I 
dropped,” Chad says. “And there were 
hours when my PCAs weren’t here, so 
I would have to just wait until the next 
shift came around to have them help 
with me with certain things.”

So Chad took to the internet, conducted 
a search, and decided he would apply for 
an assistance dog with Can Do Canines.

Enter Henry, a two-and-a-half-year-old 
black Labrador retriever. His Puppy 
Raisers describe him as a sweet, mellow, 
loving, and very social dog. 

This sounded like a perfect match to 
Chad’s tenacity and determination.

Regarding the training program, 
Chad remarks, “It’s a very rewarding 
experience, but patience is the key. 
You have to follow through with 
what the trainers at Can Do Canines 
suggest because their expertise 
is unmatched. You just have to be 
patient and have a lot of fun with it.”

While training, Chad put Henry to 
the ultimate test. He looked him right 
in the eye and asked him, “Do you 
love me?” Henry got very excited and 
began to jump all the way up in the 
air—a testament to the connection 
the two shared almost instantly.

Now certified as a team, Henry 
helps Chad by turning on and off 
light switches, opening and closing 
doors, and picking up dropped items 
like keys or the remote. Henry has 
also been trained to push the medical 
alarm button or go fetch help should an 
emergency arise.

“Trust me, that’s a big, big thing 
for me—that’s a life and death 
type of skill. I’m very grateful 
that he knows that.”

Chad goes on to say that Henry has 
single-handedly changed his life. 

Since receiving an assistance dog he says 
he’s become more independent and more 
confident about himself and his abilities. 
For that he is grateful.

“This wouldn’t have been possible 
without the great folks at Can Do 

Canines. I urge people if they have any 
extra funds to give to this program 
so the organization can continue to 
improve lives such as mine.” 

Would you like to help create more 
partnerships like Chad and Henry’s? Go to 
can-do-canines.org/donate and make  
a contribution. 

We Thank Those Who Made This 
Placement Possible:

c  Puppy Raiser – The Inmate Handlers at the   
 Federal Correctional Facility at Waseca
c  Long-term Foster Home – Laura &  
 Matt Hofkens
c  Dog Source – Can Do Canines
 Breeding Program
c  Breeder Host – Van Landschoot Families
c  Vet Services – Maryland Ave, Veterinary 
 Ophthalmology Specialty Practice,  
 Inver Grove Heights Animal Hospital

A Perfect Match
Chad Murphy Price & Mobility Assist Dog Henry

Gifts In Honor Of                                                                                        

Donated by ...................................... In Honor of  
Sherry Bradley ....................................Terry Lee Cromes and  

Margaret Sue Rabon
Emily Debroux ................................................. Pat Heffernan
Donna Dean ................Ric Magnuson and Chuck Swenson
Linda Deglmann .......................... Ron and Dorothy Holmes
Timothy Glander ......................Karen Glander and “Erma”
Karen Glander ...............................................Karen’s birthday

Julia Hanson ......................... JoAnne Korkki’s 80th birthday
Mary and Mark Holmes ....... Father Robert Nygaard’s 50th 

ordination anniversary
Erika Johnson ............................................... Nicholas Conley
Pete and Sharon Kleingartner ... Ron and Dorothy Holmes
Diane Lentz ..................John and Ann Norton’s anniversary
Laura Lowry ......... in lieu of  ALS as part of  the Ice Bucket 

Challenge
James MacFarland ....................Karen Glander and “Erma”

Carol Pederson ..................................................................Beau
Carol Pilker-Van Hofwegen .......................... Dick McGinnis
Judy Sharken Simon ......................................................... Jessie
Craig and Kathy Steinmetz ........... Jeff  Steinmetz’s birthday
Craig and Kathy Steinmetz ............. Jon Steinmetz’ birthday
Marlene Stottrup ......................... Ron and Dorothy Holmes
Thrivent Financial ...........................................Pam Blomgren
Kaye Vaske ........................................Kris Vaske and “Fiona”

Gifts given in honor of and received between June 1, 2014 and August 31, 2014

Chad Murphy Price & Mobility Assist Dog Henry



You’re invited to share!
We need your help with our marketing campaign, 
Paws For Thought. Our earnings goal is $25,000, 
to raise on the upcoming Give To The Max Day: 
Nov. 13, 2014. 

Your image may be selected to be used in our 
upcoming marketing materials promoting this 
event!

Let’s hear from your dog!
It’s easy to help, here’s all you need to do:

1. Write a short note from the perspective of  
 your dog about Can Do Canines’ assistance  
 dog program. It can be funny, emotional,   
 informative ... you choose!

2.  Put the note in front of your dog and snap  
 a picture.

3.  Share the photo on Facebook or Twitter and  
 BE SURE to tag @CanDoCanines when you  
 do. (Not plugged into social media? Email us  
 at paws4thought@can-do-canines.org and  
 we’ll share it for you).

Wish List
Dog Supplies
 Gift cards to pet supply stores
 I.Click Training Clickers
 Car Seat Belt Harnesses – M & L
 Halti Head Collars sizes 2 & 3
 4’ or 6’ Leashes
 18’ Martingale collars
 Medium Gentle Leaders
 Soft Treats (BilJac, Zukes)
 Small and medium biscuit style treats
 18” raised feeders
 “Slow feed” bowls
 Giant Nylabones and  
 Large Kongs
 L or XL Vari-Kennels
 36” and 42” Wire Dog Kennels 
 (new or gently used)
 Frontline Flea and Tick Preventative
 Nature’s Miracle Cleaner
 Easy Walk, Freedom or Halti 
 Harnesses
 Motion and Noise Toys
 Rubber Chuck-It Balls
 Large Kick-It Balls (by Chuck-It)
 Stuffing free, Chuck-It or 
 JW dog toys
 Donated veterinary services
 Purebred puppies
Electronics
 Laptops & Computers, Windows 7  
	Adobe CC Subscription
	HD Camcorder
 Conference Room Speakerphone
	Flat screen TV (30” or larger)
Automotive
 Any used auto, motorcycle or boat
 Gasoline cards
 Auto repair/maintenance
Miscellaneous
 20' combination ladder
 Weed Trimmer (gas powered)
 No-Iron Black Tablecloth/Draping
 for 6’ tables`
 Silverware set and sharp kitchen knives
 General hand tools
 Gift cards to:
		 Grocery stores
		 Office supply stores
		 Michael’s craft store
		 Party City
  Home improvement stores
 Office supplies 
 (copy paper, markers, stamps)
 Bleach, glass cleaner
 HE laundry detergent
Items in bold are our most pressing 
needs! For more wish list items, please 
go to can-do-canines.org. 
A special thanks to all of you who 
previously supplied us with wish  
list items! You made our wishes  
come true! 

Development News
To learn more about any Development News items, please contact Development 
Director, Janet Cobus, at 763-331-3000 ext. 153 or email jcobus@can-do-canines.org

-  E X A M P L E  P H O T O  - 
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World’s 
Finest 

Chocolate:
 The perfect 
holiday gift!

Consider selling or buying a variety 
box with Chocolate Almond, Dark 
Chocolate Almond, Caramel and a 
Milk Chocolate Krispy bar—YUM! 

There are 60 bars in a box and each 
bar sells for $1.00 to benefit Can 
Do Canines. Contact Kathy Broten 
to request a box: kbroten@can-do- 
canines.org or 763-331-3000,  
ext 152.

The Can Do Canines Legacy Club 
honors and recognizes individuals 
who have thoughtfully provided  
for Can Do Canines through a 
planned gift. 

By notifying Can Do Canines of  
a gift, you are eligible for  
membership in the Legacy Club. 
Your thoughtfulness will help 
ensure the future of Can Do Canines 
for generations to come.

For more information on 
planned giving, contact:

Janet Cobus, Development Director, 
at jcobus@can-do-canines.org or 
763-331-3000, ext. 153.

Can Do Canines’

Legacy Club
— a lasting impression



When our board member Len Washko invited Nacia 
Dahl and husband Michael Wheelock to the 2010 Tails of 
Independence luncheon, little did we know what a powerhouse 
of enthusiasm, passion and hard work we were inviting into 
our midst.

Nacia, inspired by the event, began volunteering with her 
husband as a Table Host in 2011. Since then, they have hosted 
and invited more than 50 people to the event! 

She also volunteered with The Fetching Ball gala committee  
in 2011, took a leadership role on the committee in 2012, 
and was the co-chair for the 2013 event. Not one to scoff at 
additional responsibility, Nacia led the décor team, helped  
with the live and silent auctions, and even jumped in to fold & 
stuff invitations. 

Nacia is an Ambassador for Can Do Canines as well. She and 
Michael secured $7,500 in funds in 2013 by speaking on  
our behalf to three Rotary clubs and encouraging them to 
donate as a group. The couple remains committed to  
increasing awareness of Can Do Canines throughout the  
Rotary community in Minnesota.

Throughout all these endeavors, husband Michael is always  
eager to help. Together, they’ve assisted in events such as our 
graduation ceremony by helping clean up at our facility and 
lending a hand whenever needed.  

Can Do Canines is indeed very fortunate to have Nacia and 
Michael as volunteers and we sincerely appreciate their 
commitment and passion for our mission. Thank you! 

What about you? Would you like to share your talents? We are 
currently seeking help in the following areas: front-desk (weekdays), 
graphic design/layout and article writing. Some experience required.  
Contact Volunteer Laurie Carlson at lcarlson@can-do-canines.org or 
763-331-3000 ext. 113 to get started. 

Volunteer Spotlight – Nacia Dahl & Michael Wheelock

WORKPLACE GIVING CAMPAIGNS
a great way to support Can Do Canines

It’s not too late to designate a gift to Can Do Canines 
through payroll deduction. If your company offers 
matching funds, we can receive a gift from your 
employer as well. 

Community Shares of Minnesota

If you work for a company that 
participates in Community Shares  
of Minnesota, we are a  
member and you can designate  
Can Do Canines in the Healthcare 
(HC) category to receive your 
workplace donation. 

Combined Federal Campaign (CFC)  If you 
work for a government agency, please use our CFC 
code, 67285,  
to designate contributions to Can Do Canines.  Thank you!

United Way

If your company participates in United Way, you can select  
the “donor choice” option and write in Can Do Canines in  
the “other” category.
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Our Dogs Fetch Amazing Things

Joe Wheelock, Nacia Dahl & Michael Wheelock with assistance 
demonstration dog Irving at our 2013 Fetching Ball.

CAN DO CANINES: 
Now accepting vehicle donations!
Do you own 
a car, van, 
motorcycle, 
truck or boat? Is 
it sitting around, 
unused, and 
collecting rust? 
If you answered 
yes to any of 
these questions, 
Can Do Canines wants to hear from you! 

We’re looking for any used auto you’d be willing to 
donate. Your donated vehicle may end up serving 
the very important purpose of transporting 
our assistance dogs to people who need them. 
Donations are tax-deductible!

To make an auto donation, please contact 
Executive Director, Al Peters at 763-331-3000, ext. 
116 or apeters@can-do-canines.org.
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Visit
me online!
You can read and share  

Tails from Minnesota online and receive  
every issue in your email inbox! Go to  
www.can-do-canines.org/newsletter  

and tell us how to deliver  
your copy of Tails.

Upcoming Events

*All Tails to Tell tours take place at our facility, 
located at 9440 Science Center Drive, New Hope, MN 55428 

Please call our office at 763-331-3000 or  
email tour@can-do-canines.org to reserve your spot!

October 11 Fall Graduation, 1 p.m.
October 16  Tails to Tell Tour, 7 p.m.
November 11 Tails to Tell Tour, 10 a.m.
November 13 Give to the Max Day
November 15 The Fetching Ball, 6 p.m.
December 13 Tails to Tell Tour, 10 a.m.

Join us on Facebook by searching “Can 
Do Canines” and select under Places

Follow us on Twitter:
http://twitter.com/CanDoCanines

Sign up at can-do-canines.org to receive  
Tails from Minnesota via email

Donate online 24/7 at can-do-canines.org  
and click on the Donate button

Here are a few ways you can stay connected 
with us on a daily, weekly or monthly basis

$

Stay Connected With Us

Learn more about 
Canines Do Canines by 
scanning the QR code 
with your smart phone

Subscribe to our monthly eNews, The 
Howler, to read real Can Do Canines 
stories about our graduates, volunteers 
and latest events. You’ll get all the 
latest Can Do Canines news delivered 
straight to your inbox! 

Sign up at can-do-canines.org

Proudly 
Presented 
By:

  Ace Electrical    Pet Stuff Inc.
Contractors, Inc.

Independence Partners

Freedom Partners

Peace of Mind Partners

For a quarter of a century our 
specially-trained assistance 
dogs have been changing the 
lives of their human partners.

Join Can Do Canines as 
we celebrate our landmark 
anniversary with stories of 
gratitude and greatness, of 
heroes and big hearts.

Purchase tickets, register to bid and preview 
auction items at: fetchingball.com

Saturday, November 15, 2014, 6:00 p.m. 
Minneapolis Marriott City Center


