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In 1988, Lucky, pictured above, was the first dog 
we adopted from an animal shelter. She was 
homeless and was scheduled to be euthanized 
that day. Lucky served as our demonstration dog 
for 11 years. She is symbolic of our commitment 
to save homeless dogs while fulfilling our 
mission to serve people with disabilities.
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Can Do Canines is dedicated to enhancing  
the quality of  life for people with disabilities  
by creating mutually beneficial partnerships  

with specially trained dogs.

We envision a future in which every person who 
needs and wants an assistance dog can have one.

Assistance dogs provide the gifts of  freedom, inde-
pendence, and peace of  mind to our clients and their 
families. Our fully trained dogs, often adopted from 
local animal shelters, are provided to our clients who 
live with disabilities that involve mobility challenges, 

hearing loss or deafness,  
seizure disorders, autism, or diabetes complicated by 

hypoglycemia unawareness. 

Dogs, training and equipment are  
provided to each client free of  charge.

Board of  Directors: 
MarySue Krueger  President 
Len Washko  Vice President 

Mike Branch  Secretary 
Greg Stevens  Treasurer 

Dianne Walsh Astry  Mary Decheine-Rhatigan  
Kevin Florence  Susan Forsberg   
Kiersten Hegna  John Sturgess 

Lauren Segal  Robert White

To reach a staff  member via phone, dial  
763-331-3000. When you hear the greeting,  

press the extension number you need  
or press 2 for an employee directory.

Can Do Canines 
9440 Science Center Drive 

New Hope, Minnesota 55428 
e-mail info@can-do-canines.org
website www.can-do-canines.org

25 Year Anniversary
During 2014, Can Do Canines is 
celebrating 25 years 
of training and 
placing assistance 
dogs in our 
community. We are 
celebrating this milestone in a number 
of ways, starting with a surprise for 
me. On January 7, I learned that our 
Anniversary Committee arranged 
for flags to fly over the U.S. and State 
Capitols on my birthday, January 8, as 
a special honor to both me and Can Do 
Canines. What a wonderful surprise! 

As part of the celebration, a formal 
dedication of our facility and the 
unveiling of a permanent campaign 
donor wall in our building will be held 
May 17, 2014 in conjunction with our 
Spring Graduation. The campaign 
donor wall will honor all those who 
contributed to the Campaign for 
Independence. Mark your calendars 
now, as you won’t want to miss this 
special event. 

Capital Campaign
The Campaign for Independence 
began in 2009 and has been a huge 
success. We completed the $4.4 million 
effort and concluded the campaign on 
December 31, 2013. Many thanks to 
those who supported the campaign. 

As a result of this important five-year 
project we have acquired a permanent 
home for the organization, secured 
its future with pledges that will 
pay off the mortgage by 2017, and 
set the stage for unprecedented 
growth over the next four years. 
Our ultimate goal is to shorten 
or eliminate the long waiting 
list for assistance dogs. 
We estimate that 
a staggering  
100 extra 
assistance 
dog teams 

will live in the community by the endof 
2017 as a result!

Puppies Behind Bars
I am proud to announce that Can Do 
Canines will partner with the Federal 
Bureau of Prisons - Duluth in early 
2014 to institute a new prison puppy-
raising program. We expect to begin 
with 10 puppies. Our current programs 
are located at the Federal Bureau of 
Prisons - Waseca and the Minnesota 
Correctional Facility - Faribault.

Puppy Raisers Needed
Working hand-in-hand with the 
prison inmates and our training staff, 
Puppy Raisers are critical to raising, 
socializing and training our puppies 
as they grow. Puppies cannot be fully 
prepared for their important work 
without the love and attention of our 
dedicated Puppy Raisers! 

With two litters recently born, and 10 
puppies flying in from New Jersey in 
March, we are desperate for more of 
these special volunteers. If you have 
ever thought about volunteering in this 

special way, this is the time to act. 
Come to a tour or visit a 
training class to observe. 

We need you! 
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Julie Thibado of Turtle Lake, Wisc. 
knew she needed additional help 
when her rheumatoid arthritis started 
to inhibit her lifestyle. Julie was 
diagnosed with rheumatoid arthritis 
(RA) in her late thirties, and the 
condition has become progressively 
worse over time. Because RA causes 
inflammation of the joints, both 
Julie’s hands and feet are affected. 
She struggles with balance and needs 
to use a walker at night. She also has 
trouble using her hands, which makes 
dressing and 
undressing a 
challenge. Julie’s 
past history of 
falling, and even 
breaking some 
bones, prompted 
her to look 
into getting an 
assistance dog. 
An experienced 
dog and horse 
trainer, Julie 
knew she 
was capable 
of training 
a Mobility 
Assistance Dog, 
so three years ago 
Julie adopted Lilly, a one-year-old 
Border Collie. 

Julie knew little of Lilly’s past life, 
except that she had been rescued from 
a hoarding situation and was now 
getting a second chance. After bringing 
her back to health, Julie began training 
Lilly to become her Mobility Assist 
Dog by enrolling her in obedience 
class. It was there the class instructor 
suggested she contact Can Do Canines 
for help. 

 “When I started training Lilly, I didn’t 
really know how to train a service 
dog,” Julie says. “Can Do Canines’ 
trainer Dora Schroeder gave me the 
encouragement to know I was doing 
the training right. Also I appreciated 
the support I received from the 

organization, the fact that I could call 
for suggestions, get encouragement, et 
cetera.” 

Lilly was trained to perform numerous 
skills, such as helping Julie undress 
by pulling off her clothing when 
asked, opening and closing doors, 
and retrieving items such as clothing, 
shoes, and purses. Lilly also knows 
how to retrieve the emergency phone. 
This gives Julie great peace of mind 
since one of her biggest fears is falling 

when alone. She 
also knows how 
to find Julie’s 
husband, Jerry, 
upon command.  
A very useful  
skill, indeed!

Lilly’s most 
important 
contribution is 
steadily walking 
next to Julie. 
Lilly’s vest has a 
long handle which 
Julie holds while 
walking, steading  
herself and 
providing balance. 
Having Lilly 

nearby decreases the need for Julie 
to use her walker or wheelchair and 
provides Julie with the independence 
to live the life she wants.

For fun, Julie and Lilly have also 
competed in several obedience trials, 
with Lilly receiving her Companion 
Dog title after just three shows. The 
team will also be presenting to the 
Turtle Lake Wisconsin Lions, where 
husband, Jerry, is president.

Julie says, “Lilly has given me back 
my life. She got me moving and going 
again, and gave me a purpose.” 

We Thank Those Who Made This 
Placement Possible:

c  Name-A-Puppy – Mike, Lynn, Laura and   
 Sarah Branch

A Second Chance
Julie Thibado and Mobility Assist Dog Lilly         By Gena Rohl

Julie Thibado and Mobility Assist Dog Lilly

NEW TEAMS
Web Exclusive

To read all about the following new Can 
Do Canines teams please visit 

can-do-canines.org.

Bob Donner & Breck

Bobb Elsenpeter & Herbie

Lori Saf & Theo

Sandy Johnson & Doug



Matchmakers around the world might 
get a little jealous when they hear 
about Angie Dick and her Can Do 
Canines Diabetes Assist Dog, Bubba.

“The day he arrived, I fell in love 
immediately, and I like to think he 
did, too!” remarks Angie, who lives 
and works in Sioux Falls, SD. “I love 
everything about him. I don’t think I 
could’ve found a better match.”

What could possibly spark such instant 
affection for a two-year-old, 12-pound, 
black Schipperke?

For starters, Bubba more than makes 
up for his diminutive size with a huge 
personality and seemingly endless 
supply of energy. “He’s so much fun! 
His high energy level helps keeps me 
active, which is good for my diabetes 
and for my rheumatoid arthritis.”

In the several months they’ve been 
together, Bubba has returned Angie’s 
love many times over. As a Diabetes 
Assist Dog, he’s also given her peace 
of mind, as well as confidence to 
lead an active life, which includes 
working fulltime at Citibank, 

attending Stampede hockey games 
and volunteering for a local Special 
Olympics team.

Diagnosed with type 1 diabetes at 
age 17, Angie has experienced many 
episodes of low blood sugar, and 
usually she’s not aware it’s happening. 
The worst spells left her with terrible 
headaches for two or three days 
afterward, resulting in missed time  
at work. But that wasn’t even the  
worst part.

“One of my biggest fears was having a 
low blood sugar seizure while driving 
and getting into an accident. Hurting 
myself would be bad enough. But what 
if I hurt someone else?”

Bubba’s training enables him to alert 
Angie when her blood sugar starts to 
drop. Amazingly, he alerted her the 
very first night they were together. 
“He woke me up around 3 a.m. by 
licking me and pawing at me because 
I was low. We had practiced ‘get the 
gel’ (oral glucose gel) only a few times, 
but he got it for me that first night. 
Eventually, I was with it enough to 
have a little ‘Bubba is awesome’ party!”

Since then, Bubba has alerted Angie 
countless times in a variety of places 
and situations, such as at work, at 
hockey games, while riding in a 
shopping cart at Walmart (on Black 
Friday, no less!), at the dog park — 
anywhere and everywhere her life 
takes her.

Normally, Bubba alerts Angie by 
jumping. “He jumps three or four 
times in front of me going about three 
feet high, approximately at my waist 
level. I refer to it as ‘boinging.’ When 
people see it for the first time, they 
think it’s hilarious. I have to explain to 
them what he’s doing.”

During a Stampede hockey game, 
Bubba crawled out from under Angie’s 
seat to alert her. But there wasn’t 
enough room for jumping, so he 
crawled up into her lap and started 
whining and licking her face. “I call 
that thinking on his paws,” she laughs. 
“He had to figure out a different way to 
get his point across.”

Angie gratefully considers Bubba’s 
journey to her and all the people who 
made it possible. To everyone involved 
in Bubba’s training, she says, “I don’t 
think I could thank you enough — but 
absolutely thank you. Without your 
training and getting him to this point, 
I wouldn’t have the peace of mind or 
joy that I get from him every day.”

Her deep appreciation extends to Can 
Do Canines’ financial donors, too. 
“Your contributions are what make this 
all possible. With medical expenses 
from two chronic conditions, there’s no 
way I could afford to pay thousands of 
dollars for an assistance dog.”  

We Thank Those Who Made This 
Placement Possible:

c  Puppy Raiser – Laura & Adam Waudby
c  Field Trainer – David Crawford
c  Dog Source – Cinda Waller

Freedom     Independence     Peace of Mind

4     Can Do Canines

Love at First Sight, Alerts the First Night
Angie Dick and Diabetes Assist Dog Bubba              by Bill Johnson

Angie Dick and Diabetes Assist Dog Bubba



Pictured are Lion Al Peters with demonstration dog, 

Sam, and Can Do Canines graduate, Greg Lee, with 

his Diabetes Assist Dog, AJ, after presenting at 

the District 5M10 convention in Bemidji, Minn. on 

January 18, 2014. 

Afterward, Sam had a meeting of the minds with "Lion" Paul Bunyan and Babe, who still had evidence on their shoulders of the previous night's snowfall.

Midwinter 
Conventions

Freedom     Independence     Peace of Mind

4     Can Do Canines                                                                                                  www.can-do-canines.org     5

Our Dogs Fetch Amazing Things

Jeanne Kerans of Minnetonka, Minn. 
lives with Multiple Sclerosis (MS) 
and deteriorating hearing loss. Even 
with her hearing aid she sometimes 
is unable to hear sounds that effect 
her safety such as a smoke alarm, or 
basic sounds that would connect her 
to the outside world, such as a phone 
ringing or a door knock. Due to her 
MS, Jeanne is wobbly when she stands 
and needs to use a walker or scooter 
out in public. 

Jeanne first became aware of Can Do 
Canines when she watched Executive 
Director, Al Peters, do a demonstration 
of assistance dog skills at a local health 
fair. A long-time dog lover, especially 
of Golden Retrievers, she decided 
that having an assistance dog was 
the solution for her to maintain her 
independence. So, she applied and 
was matched with Toby—as fate would 
have it—a gorgeous Golden Retriever. 
Mainly a Mobility Assist Dog (with 
additional hearing alert skills added), 
she and Toby were a great team and 
she loved him dearly. But, after six 
wonderful years as a team, Toby was 
diagnosed with cancer and passed 
away in 2011. 

Living without an assistance dog in 
her life, Jeanne again felt isolated. She 
missed phone calls from friends and 
visitors at her door. She felt unable to 
get out and stay as busy as before

because getting around without help 
was much more difficult. Finally, she 
decided it was time to open her heart 
to another teammate and get busy 
with life again. 

Jeanne applied for another assistance 
dog from Can Do Canines and this 
time was matched with Gamble, a 
handsome black Labrador Retriever. 
He was trained to help her with both 
mobility skills and hearing assistance, 
and within no time began helping 
Jeanne in all the previous ways. 

“I have neuropathy in my hands so I 
don’t know that items have fallen out 
of my grasp” Jeanne explains. “Now, 
Gamble goes and picks them up and 
hands them to me.” 

Gamble also helped reconnect Jeanne 
with the outside world, by alerting her 
to helpful, everyday sounds. 

“Having Gamble in my life now brings 
back all kinds of wonderful memories, 
of how it has worked with my other 
dogs.” Jeanne says of their partnership.

Of those who helped train Gamble, she 
adds “You did a very good job. He is a 
great gift. Thank you.” 

We Thank Those Who Made This 
Placement Possible:

c  Vet Services – Animal Wellness Center
c  Puppy Raiser – Schroeder family
c  Foster Home – Inmates at the MN    
 Correctional Facility at Faribault
c  Dog Source – Can Do Canines 
 & Jennifer Leary

A Winning Team
Jeanne Kerans and Mobility Assist Dog Gamble    by Brita Nelson

Jeanne Kerans and Mobility Assist Dog Gamble



What is a Mobility Assist Dog?

Mobility Assist Dogs are trained to help a person with physical disabilities. While 
the needs of the client can vary greatly, Mobility Assist Dogs are trained to provide 
support by:

• Opening and closing doors
• Picking up dropped items 
• Retrieving an emergency phone
• Getting help from someone else in the home
• Turning light switches on and off
• Providing counterbalance with the use of a specially designed harness

These skills can be customized to meet the needs and lifestyle of the individual 
client.
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Nicole Taras is a huge animal lover, 
and this is not said lightly. Not only 
does she earn a living as an animal 
communicator, she and husband, Tyler, 
share their home in Plymouth, Minn. 
with a menagerie of one dog, two large 
birds, two guinea pigs and three cats!

Nicole has been a Can Do Canines 
graduate since 2003 with her Mobility 
Assist Dog, Hope. They have been a 
great team for ten years, with Hope 
helping Nicole stay independent 
and safe. Last year, Nicole decided 
that at age 12, Hope had earned a 
well-deserved retirement. Hope was 
slowing down, losing her hearing and 
basically would rather hang around at 
home than go out and about.

Nicole had relied on her over the years 
to open doors, pull open drawers, send 
for help from a person or fetch the 
emergency phone. Hope even took out 
the garbage! Add to that the two skills 
Hope learned on her own—finding her 
personal care attendant if separated 
and helping Nicole find her way back to 
the car—and you had one amazing dog.

To be sure, it is not an easy decision 
to retire a well-loved assistance dog. 
When asked how she would feel 
without an assistance dog around, 
Nicole replied, “I’d feel nervous. Hope’s 
keeping an eye on me made me feel not 
so alone. I feel safe and protected with 
her around.”

Nicole made contact with Can Do 
Canines training staff and applied for a 
successor dog. Can Do Canines looked 
at her home setting and current pets to 
determine her needs and help select a 
dog that would best fit her lifestyle. She 
was soon matched with KC, a sweet, 
good-natured black Labrador retriever. 
He was named after a well-respected 
Lion, Dr. Keith Cherryholmes (KC), a 
member of the White Bear Lake Lions 
Club. KC had all the skills of a Mobility 
Assist Dog, plus a few other talents to 
show off as well.

KC easily opens drawers in the kitchen, 
but even more impressive, Nicole 
reports, “He opens the drawer that has 
his treats, picks up the bag and brings 
it to me. Then he shuts the drawer. All 
without eating any treats!” Quite an 
accomplishment from a breed known 
for their love of food!

Early on, KC showed his innate 
sensitivity. One day, the birds were 
allowed out of their aviary and flying 
around the house. Nicole says, “One 
of them doesn’t have a good sense of 
direction, and while KC was yawning, 
flew right into his mouth!” A surprised 
KC immediately dropped the bird onto 
the ground and seemed more upset 
than the bird did.

Nicole would like to thank the 
sponsors and those making donations 
to Can Do Canines. She says, “There 
is no way I could afford to pay for an 
assistance dog.” She also appreciates 
all the hard work the Puppy Raisers, 
inmates at the prison program and 
staff put into training KC for her. 

We Thank Those Who Made This 
Placement Possible:

c  Vet Services – White Bear Animal Hospital
c  Puppy Raiser – Niederloh family
c  Foster Home – Inmates at the MN    
 Correctional Facility at Faribault
c  Name-A-Puppy: Family and Friends of 
 Lion Keith Cherryholmes
c  Dog Source – Kenneth Weikert

A Glimpse of Hope
Nicole Taras & Mobility Assist Dog K.C.         by Laurie Carlson

Nicole Taras & Mobility Assist Dog K.C.
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Our Dogs Fetch Amazing Things

Lu Ommen of Harmony, Minn, has 
always been a man in motion. And, 
thanks to Gilbert, he doesn’t have to 
stop. 

Lu is active and involved in so many 
things, it’s hard to imagine any 
condition could slow him down. He is 
the Executive Director of Maple Leaf 
Services, a not-for-profit organization 
serving people with developmental 
disabilities in Fillmore County, 
Minnesota. He’s involved at his church 
and sings in the choir. He’s been a 
member of the Harmony Lions Club 
for over 35 years and stays physically 
active, biking, golfing and making 
pottery. So what could stop him? 

Lu was diagnosed at age 12 with 
type 1 diabetes and now has the 
added complication of hypoglycemic 
unawareness. This means that Lu is 
often unaware of the fact that his blood 
glucose levels may be dangerously 
low, as he does not experience typical 
symptoms of hypoglycemia (which 
can include sweatiness, shakiness and 
weakness). 

Despite acute monitoring of his 
condition, Lu began having episodes 
more frequently, and over the past 
year had been taken to the emergency 
room for seizures (related to low blood 
glucose levels). Going low enough to 
elicit a seizure is a life-threatening 
emergency and has long-term effects 

on the body. These episodes were 
especially difficult and frightening 
for his wife, Susan, who has multiple 
sclerosis (MS). But, through his work 
with the Lions, whose clubs support 
Can Do Canines across Minnesota, 
learned about the organization and 
applied for a Diabetes Assist Dog. 

Enter Gilbert, a two-year-old black 
Labrador retriever. Gilbert’s job is to 
alert Lu to lows in his blood glucose 
level starting by a tap on his leg and 
then, if necessary, persisting with a 
look or a bark. An added benefit is that 
Gilbert is also alerting when his blood 
glucose is high. This is not something 
trained at Can Do Canines, but certain 
dogs are attuned to pick up and alert to 
highs levels as well. Lu says the alerts 
Gilbert gives him are different for highs 
than the alerts he gives him for lows. 
“He is very persistent if I don’t respond 
and doesn’t give up until I follow 
through and check my blood sugar.” 

Gilbert has truly become Lu’s partner 
in more ways than just alerting to his 
condition. He goes with Lu to the office 
every day, rides in the cart during Lu’s 
golf outings, and sits at Lu’s feet during 
choir practice. Gilbert gets a lot of 
attention wherever they go, especially 
the grocery store where Gilbert amazes 
people with how patiently he will wait 
for Lu to checkout, then pick up his 
own leash when it’s time to go. 

Lu had not previously had a dog and 
went through a period of adjustment 
to the new responsibilities. But now, he 
and his family are happy Gilbert has 
joined them and praise him for doing 
such a great job. Lu says it has changed 
his life. “Gilbert is part of the family 
now,” says Lu with a big smile. 

We Thank Those Who Made This 
Placement Possible:

c  Vet Services – Animal Wellness Center
c  Puppy Raiser – Jerry Schendel
c  Foster Home – Inmates at the MN    
 Correctional Facility at Faribault
c   Field Trainer – Julia Breza
c  Dog Source – Can Do Canines 
 & Jennifer Leary

A Part of the Family
Lu Ommen and Diabetes Assist Dog Gilbert        by Susan Lindsay

Lu Ommen and Diabetes Assist Dog Gilbert

David Barkey.......................................................... Lori Thorn
Kellie Barry ......................................................... Jacque Myers
Melanie Blommel ....................................................... “Porter”
Steve Carnes ......................................... Marty and Phil Kerns
Beth Cherryholmes .............. Andy Brostrom, my valentine!
Alison Cruise ....................................................Erica Freeman
Kathy Dolan ......................................................Barbara Koch
Louise Donham .......................Fliearman Boys at Christmas
Erica Freeman............. Alison and Jack Cruise at Christmas
Donna Frey .................................................... Marco Bianconi
Marcia Fritzmeier .......................................................................
Jean Griebel, Roxy Degen, Cinda Strehlow,  Cheryl Meek, 

Dr. Jack, Lucy, Reba, Annie, Cuddles, Tiger Cat
Nancy Gaston ................................ Lori Thorn and “Chuck”
Sara Grachek ...............................................................“Brinks”
Kimberly Greene ............................................... Dawn Gaetke
William Hanks ..........................................................Julia Amis
Rosann Hebert .................................................Sharon Shonka

Amee & Robert Jacobs .......................Jason and Erin Jacobs
Jennifer Jasicki................................................. Judie Steenberg
Donald Johnson ............................................ LaVonne Ludke
Fredric Klingelhofer ......................... Elizabeth Klingelhofer
Lisa Knazan................................................Dale Levendowski
Amber LaMourea .....................................................“Jackson”
Mary Ledford .................................................Linda Albertson
Ray Lindeman ................................. Our great-grandchildren
Wilma Loken ...............................................................................

Marc and Kelly Loken, Kent and Annette Loken, Bill 
and Naomi Wilkins, Beth Cherryholmes and Andy, Paul 

Loken, Curt and Kathi Mateer, Chrisann Mateer, and 
Terry and Karen Mateer Metz

Sharon Manson................................................Teresa Manson
Susan McKendry ..................................... Bill and Jan Dubats
Jennifer McNertney ............................... Dee Dee Heffernan
Arthur Neilsen .............................................Susan Youngberg
Martha Olson ..........................Ray and Mary Lou Lindeman

Matt Porter .......................................................Michael Ferber
Laura Powers ................................................The Bartkowski’s
Laura Powers .........................................................The Lynch’s
John Salchert .....................................Tim Weiss at Christmas
Erin Salwasser ..................................................Dave Salwasser
St Joseph Lions Club ................................Sarah Breidenbach
Christina Sibley .......................................... Chelsea Nemmers
Cheryl Sokoloski ....................Michelle and Darrin Maxwell
Pamela Svedberg.............. Jane Ballard - Happy Sister’s Day
Dawn Voelker ........... Mike, Emily, Ava, and Owen Voelker
Dawn Voelker ...................................................Mom and Dad
Wayne Waibel ................................................................ “Rudy”
Kelsey Walt ...................................................................“Drake”
William Wangensteen .........Cindy Herman on her birthday
Connie Wikman ................................................ Missy’s charity
Marjorie Windorpski ..............Mary Rhatigan and “Ebony”
Robert Zimmerman ......... Allie Pohlad and Robbie Phillips

Gifts In Honor Of                                                                                        
Gifts given in honor of and received between December 1, 2013 to February 28, 2014



Anniversaries are a chance to look back at 
our successes and challenges, and take a 
moment to appreciate the special moments 
we enjoyed over the years. As part of our 
25th Anniversary, we want to capture your 
recollections, unique stories and photos to 
help to paint a picture about why Can Do 
Canines is so special. 

Maybe it’s a story about a shelter dog or 
other trainee, a great picture from one 
of our events, or a tale about a graduate 
team. Did something happen here that 
changed your life, or the life of someone 
you know? Tell us that story!

Volunteers from the 25th Anniversary 
Committee will assemble your 
contributions into a permanent Memory 
Book that will be unveiled at our May 17, 
2014 graduation and dedication event 
and then displayed in our entrance 
foyer for all to enjoy. Please label your 
submission “Memory Book” and be sure 
to supply names, dates, places and your 
contact information, in case we need 
additional information. You can either 
send the materials to our office or email 
them to info@can-do-canines.org. Thank 
you in advance for helping us gather the 
memories! 

25th 

Anniversary 
Memory 

Book

Assistance Dogs International, our trade 
association, will hold its 2014 conference 
this fall in Denver Colorado.

This conference only happens every two 
years and is often held in other countries, 
making it less accessible. We believe in 
educating our staff and hope to bring a 
number of them to this event. 

How could you help? Airline tickets 
or hotel points for Hyatt Hotels would 
be a significant help, as these are the 
largest expenses. We would also welcome 
scholarship dollars to specifically fund the 
$350 Trainer’s Conference fee or the $450 
International Conference fee.

Please share your ideas of support with Al 
Peters at apeters@can-do-canines.org or 
763-331-3000 x 116. 

Rocky 
Mountain 
High

On Saturday, May 17  at 1:00 p.m., Can 
Do Canines will graduate more than 15 
new assistance dogs teams! The one-hour 
ceremony will take place at our  
facility at 9440 Science Center Dr. in  
New Hope, Minn.

This wonderful event celebrates the 
dedication and hard work that goes 

into creating every Certified Assistance 
Dog Team. Each teams’ unique story is 
told as the graduate is presented with 
their certificate. Also on tap will be the 
dedication of our new building and some 
25th Anniversary fun.

 Stop by and support our new teams! We 
hope to see you there. 

Spring
Graduation

Saturday, May 17 
1:00 p.m.
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Holly Anderson ....................................................... “Nevada”
Animal Wellness Center ...........................................................

“Melvin” Abresch, “Haley” Albers, “Payton” Alexander, 
“Chez” Atkinson, “Kima” Bader, “Snickers” Benson, 

“Callie” Bieber, “Misty” Brekke, “Klinger” Camlin, “Riley 
“Carlston, “Sam” Charlson, “Rosie” Daniels, “Roo” 
Dobmeier, “Claudia” Douglas, “Tryggvi” Erickson, 

“Obi” Haarstad, “Colby” Holzapfel, “Buddy” LaBerge, 
“Bo” Lanae, “Suzi” Malone, “Toby” Manthe, “Chile” 
Mayfield, “Jack” Merkel, “Basil” Mickelson, “Catter” 
Mings, “Elsie” Mae Molin, “Harley” Moren, “Callie” 
Newkirk, “Izzy” Newkirk, “Mickey” Novak, “Molly” 

Reimers, “Wolf ” Richie, “Beau” Sauer, “Neo” Saucier, 
“Patches” Schillinger, “Toby” Schwartz, “Zoe” Seligman, 
“Taffy” Shea, “Ralphie” Smith, “Zoe” Stern, “Thunder” 
Trout, “Bailey” Vojta, “Gigi” Weinzierl, and “Schooner” 

Wesslingr
Kellie Barry ................................................................ “Buddy”
Kathy Bots .........................................................Andy Nerhus
Dottie Brewer .....................................................Karen Butler
Lynn Cox ......................................................................Pat Cox
Rebecca Davison ........................................................... “Lilly”

Rita Eckert......................................................................“Josie”
Lisa Espeseth ...............................................Arnold Espeseth
Family Memorial Fund of  The Minneapolis Foundation ...

Marilyn Lingard
Joan Ficker...............................................................Jack Ficker
Barbara Frame ........................................................ RJ Fastner
Marcia Fritzmeier ........................Will Harrison, Kelsey Pris
Bonnie Genin.................................................Sherry Montella
Bonnie Genin......................................................Ken Detviler
Amy Hanson .............................................Sweet boy, “Wally”
Wendi Harmsen .............................................................“Patti”
Orrie Hereid .......................................................Andy Nerhus
Susan Hobmann ...........................................“Ginger” the cat
Margaret Johnson .............................“Tally Ho” and “Tyler”
Cathy Kaliski ................................................................. “Sami”
Pete Kleingartner ..................................... Donnie Pohlkamp
Florence Knopick .............................................Stan Knopick
Lee and Gruff  Laurisch ........................“Kody” and “Salsa” 

just because they were great
Michael Machacek .................................................... “Tanner”
Brenda Martinson ...................................................Lee Perish
Janet McKean .................................... “Maggie” and “Malty”
Rosemary Moneta Rosengren ..................C. Jon Rosengren

Morgan Lions Club ..................................Florance Engholm
Ann Mortimore .....................................“Babe” and “Dusty”
Terri Muenzberg ......................................................... “Alfred”
Sandra Nestande ..................................Nickolas Otto Wersal
Stefani Nieb ....................................................Hendrix Weber
Ann Ord ...................................................................... “Ringo”
Carol Petersen ............................................................ “Shelby”
Karen Peterson ...............................................Gene Mainville
Laura Powers .........................................Margaret Bartkowski
Philip Reilly .................................................... Phoebe Fenske, 

loving mother who loved animals
Barry Riven ............................................. “Alex” and “Mitch”
Scott Rudolph ........................................“Cuda” and “Daisy”
Dennis Sansone ......................................................“Winston”
Jeanne Sorenson ..........................................................“Yoshi”
Jane Steck..................................................Katy Boone Hegna
Jackie Strobel ............Dave Strobel and service dog “Faith”
Lucille Sukalo .........................................................My Parents
George Ulmer ....................................................Andy Nerhus
Marian Veaasen .......................................Debra K. Anderson
Sue Will .......................................................Natascha Smrekar
Sara Willis ................................................................... “Toffee”
Naomi Wilkins .......................................... Keira Jean Wilkins
Toni Yeamans ....................................................Karon Wendt



Freedom     Independence     Peace of Mind

8     Can Do Canines                                                                                                  www.can-do-canines.org     9

Our Dogs Fetch Amazing Things

Living just outside the small, rural 
town of Delta, Iowa can be a dream 
come true—until your way of life is 
threatened by something no one can 
put a name to. 

When it is too much effort to get 
into the car and drive to the store, 
let alone get out and shop, or simple 
chores become overwhelming, you 
feel that not only your independence 
and freedom have been stolen, but 
also your family’s. Shawn Calzaretta 
knows these challenges all too well. He 
joined support groups and journaled 
about his struggle to get by. Now, his 
writing has taken on a different tone. 

Here are Shawn’s words: 

“Having multiple sclerosis (MS) means 
every day is an extreme challenge. 
Limited mobility, extreme fatigue, 
no use of hands, concentration and 
memory problems, etc. The tremors 
and spasticity that come with it affect 
me pretty hard. The sleep deprivation 
they cause is so very difficult. 

I remember very clearly four years ago 
when my Doctor told me I had MS. 
Sitting in his office, he said “You have 
MS. You can’t continue to work. You 
need to find a hobby.” Well on October 
17, 2013, a black Lab Mobility Assist 
Dog named Hobbs, aka “Hobby”, 
arrived to change my life forever. 

Day 1 — This is the first time in 5 or 6 
years that I have slept thru the night 
without waking up. A full 9 hours. 
Hobbs sensed my tremors and put his 
head and body against mine. His body 
not only gave me the little bit of heat 
where I needed it, it also provided my 
body resistance.

It still startles me at times when I 
wake in the morning, with sun light 
coming through the window, knowing 
I slept through the night. And Hobbs 
is just there sleeping, knowing he 
accomplished his job. I have tried 
different medications for tremors and 
spasticity; all of which left me with 

nasty side effects. Hobbs is my 70 
pound sleeping pill. He continues to 
do this every night, sometimes moving 
from my leg tremors to my core muscle 
tremors and spasticity. Now I sleep 
without waking in the fetal position 
with terrible night sweats.  

Hobbs has now started to do this 
throughout our day together. When I 
am sitting, he lays across my feet to 
provide the resistance I need. This is 
very important while I am eating. It 
allows me to chew and swallow my 
food without having core  
muscle spasms. 

Day 3 — Helped me do wash. Removed 
clothes from basket and gave to me. 
Picked up dirty clothes and had him 
put in basket. Dora says he was not 
trained to do that, he just seemed to 
know that I needed it.

The laundry room is one of the “danger 
zones” in my house. It is narrow and 
bending over to gets things from the 
basket or dryer causes me to lose my 
balance and fall, often hitting my head. 
With Hobbs, I feel so much safer.

Day 4 — Hobbs is giving me my life 
back. Which allows me to give my 
family’s lives back to them. Last night 

my father left the house to attend his 
grandson’s school concert. Just the 
thought of him not having to worry 
about me was freedom. He was able 
to relax and not have to rush back to 
the house. Six years in the Army and I 
thought I knew. You really don’t know 
what freedom is until it is taken away 
from you.  

I thought I knew what an assistance 
dog could do for me. I had no idea. He 
is everything I imagined and so much 
more.  

How do I say thank you? 

I have been searching for an answer to 
this question for the past four months. 
(I know I say it to Hobbs a hundred 
times a day). If I had to put it into one 
sentence, I would say … “Thank you 
for all you have given me today and 
for allowing me to see my future in a 
different light.” 

We Thank Those Who Made This 
Placement Possible:

c  Vet Services – Maryland Avenue 
 Pet Hospital
c  Puppy Raiser – Inmate Handlers at the   
 Federal Correctional Facility at Waseca
c  Foster Home – Judy Schwab
c  Field Trainer – Melissa Childs 
c  Dog Source – Can Do Canines

Shawn Calzaretta and Mobility Assist Dog Hobbs

The Freedom of a Hobby
Shawn Calzaretta and Mobility Assist Dog Hobbs



Wish List
Dog Supplies
 Gift cards to pet supply stores
 I.Click Training Clickers
 Car Seat Belt Harnesses – M & L
 Halti Head Collars sizes 2 & 3
 4’ Leashes
 18’ Martingale collars
 Medium Gentle Leaders
 Soft Treats (BilJac, Zukes)
 Small and medium biscuit style treats
 Giant Nylabones and Large Kongs
 L or XL Vari-Kennels
 36” and 42” Wire Dog Kennels (new or  
 gently used)
 Frontline Flea and Tick Preventative
 Nature’s Miracle Cleaner
 Easy Walk, Freedom or Halti Harnesses
 Stuffing free, Chuck-It or JW dog toys
 Donated veterinary services
 Purebred puppies
Electronics
 Laptops & Computers, Windows 7  
 and/or Mac 10.7 or newer 
	Adobe InDesign CS4 or newer
 Speakerphone
	Flat screen TV (30” or larger)
	LCD Computer Monitors
Automotive
 Gasoline cards
 Minivan
 Auto repair/maintenance
 Small station wagon
Miscellaneous
 Two-stage snow blower
 Coffee Maker 100 cup
 No-Iron Black Tablecloth/Draping
 for 6’ tables
 Silverware set and sharp kitchen knives
 General hand tools
 Gift cards to:
		 Grocery stores
		 Office supply stores
		 Michael’s craft store
		 Party City
  Home improvement stores
 Office supplies (paper, markers, stamps)
 Bleach, glass cleaner
 HE laundry detergent
 Framed dog-related art
Building Materials
  Pipe and drape, black 
 (6 - 8ft x 10 ft sections)
 Stage skirting, black
 (24 inch x 32 ft)

Items in bold are our most pressing 
needs! For more wish list items, please go 
to www.can-do-canines.org. 
A special thanks to all of you who previously 
supplied us with wish list items! You made 
our wishes come true!  

Development News
To learn more about any Development News items, please contact Development 
Director, Janet Cobus, at 763-331-3000 ext. 153 or email jcobus@can-do-canines.org

Workplace Giving 
Did you know your employer may 
be able to strengthen your support of 
Can Do Canines? Find out now if your 
company has a program like the ones 
listed below. Every dollar donated and 
hour volunteered helps Can Do Canines 
provide vital lifesaving services and 
resources to people 
with disabilities. 

Matching 
Dollars

Many companies 
offer matching 
gift programs that will double, even 
triple a donation’s value! To find out 
if your company will match your 
contribution to Can Do Canines, 
check with your organization or 
visit can-do-canines.org for our 
online directory of employers that 
match employee gifts. If you have 
questions about your company’s 
program, contact your personnel or 
Human Resources 
Department.

Dollars for 
Doers

According to 
the Committee 
Encouraging Corporate 
Philanthropy (CECP), “Dollars for 
Doers has been the most frequently 
offered employee-volunteer 
program” for the past few years. 
More companies offer Dollars for 
Doers than any other employee 
volunteering incentive.

Dollars for Doers programs enable 
employers to recognize the volunteer 
efforts of their employees with cash. 
When an employee volunteers with 
an eligible nonprofit, the company 
matches their volunteer hours 
with a financial donation to that 
nonprofit. Contact your personnel 
or human resources department for 
details.

25th Anniversary Events 
Need Your Support

You can make your gift to Can 
Do Canines more meaningful by 
becoming a Can Do Canines Event 
Partner! Your sponsorship gift can 
come from an employee group, 
service club or serve as a way to 
advertise your business. There 
are a variety of opportunities and 
benefit levels available through the 
following events: 

• May Tails of Independence 
Fundraising Luncheon: $250 to $10,000
• May and October Graduation: 
$250 to $2,500

• April Volunteer Luncheon: 
$500 to $1,500
• September Woofaroo Fundraising 
Walk:  $250 to $10,000
• November Fetching Ball Gala: 
$500 to $30,000

$=$$

$
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Love is in the Air: 
Name a Puppy

Puppies have 
arrived as a 
few of our 
“Moms” gave 
birth around 
Valentine’s Day. 
Would you like a 
very special gift for 
someone you love? Name 
a Puppy in their honor! 

For a minimum donation of $3,000 
for individuals or adult groups and 
$1,500 for youth groups, you or your 
group can join over 100 generous 
Name A Puppy Participants who 
have helped provide funding as 
their puppy learned to become 
an incredible assistance dog. For 
a Name A Puppy brochure and 
fundraising kit, contact Janet 
Cobus, jcobus@can-do-canines.org.



When Can Do Canines moved to 
our own facility in 2010, we were 
surprised at how many “fix-its” 
and maintenance issues arise when 
caring for such a large building. Not 
having a staff member to handle 
the various tasks, Can Do Canines 
relied on the generosity of several 
volunteers. However, we really needed 
one primary volunteer to handle the 
regular needs on a weekly basis. 

We limped along for several years, 
until retired veteran, Bob Copus, 
stopped by the building in the fall of 
2011. He was looking for ways to keep 
busy during retirement and to share 
his talents. He sure came to the right 
place!

We’ve kept Bob busy ever since. From 
ensuring all our lights are working 
throughout the building, fixing our 
snow blower and lawn mower when 
needed, to checking and changing 
filters: Bob is irreplaceable. 

This year he even braved the weather to 
fix our roof-top furnace at -20 degrees! 
We have many events at our facility 
and Bob has become an expert at 
setting up and taking down our stage. 

A dog lover with two German 
Shepherds at home, Bob has helped 
several times with our puppy 
socialization as well.

A simple thank you cannot fully 
express our appreciation for all the 
ways Bob helps Can Do Canines. Bob, 
you are an invaluable volunteer to us 
indeed! 

What about you?
Can you donate a few hours to  
the cause? We need help in the 
following areas:
 • Event Planning committees
 • Puppy Raisers (14-16 months   
  commitment)
 • Foster families (1-2 weeks)
 • Receptionist
 • Graphic Design/Marketing
Contact Volunteer Coordinator Laurie 
Carlson at lcarlson@can-do-canines.
org or 763-331-3000 ext. 113.

Volunteer Spotlight – Bob Copus 

Can Do Canines is pleased 
to have NutriSource Super 
Premium Pet Foods as our 

dog food sponsor.
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Our Dogs Fetch Amazing Things

Want to take Fido for a walk and help 
raise some serious assistance dog 
funds? Then come out to the Fast and 
the Furry on May 31, 2014 at Harriet 
Island in St. Paul.

On of the Twin Cities’ premier outdoor 
pet-friendly events, runners, walkers 
and their pups can partake in a 5K9 
run/walk or an 8K competitive timed 
run. More than just an athletic event, 
Fast and the Furry showcases a pet 
expo and other festivities for the entire 
family!

Can Do Canines was chosen as one of 
five partcipating charities, so when 
you register select our name 

and we will receive $10.00 of the 
registration fee.You can even sign 
up as a fundraiser for a chance to win 
great prizes! 

To register for the race or to help 
raise money for Can Do Canines 
visit fastandthefurry.com. Thanks in 
advance for the support and we’ll see 
you on the course! 

Volunteer Bob Copus with Trixie and Trina

Dog + Exercise = Support Can Do Canines!
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Visit
me online!
You can read and share  

Tails from Minnesota online and receive  
every issue in your email inbox! Go to  
www.can-do-canines.org/newsletter  

and tell us how to deliver  
your copy of Tails.

Upcoming Events

*All Tails to Tell tours take place at our facility, 
located at 9440 Science Center Drive, New Hope, MN 55428 

Please call our office at 763-331-3000 or  
email tour@can-do-canines.org to reserve your spot!

April 3 Can Do Canines Day 
 @ Whole Foods
April 8 Tails to Tell Tour, 10 a.m.
May 17 Spring Graduation 1 p.m.
May 20 Tails to Tell Tour, 7 p.m.

Join us on Facebook by searching “Can 
Do Canines” and select under Places

Follow us on Twitter:
http://twitter.com/CanDoCanines

Sign up at can-do-canines.org to receive  
The Howler and Tails from Minnesota

Donate online 24/7 at can-do-canines.org  
and click on the Donate button

Here are a few ways you can stay connected 
with us on a daily, weekly or monthly basis

$

Stay Connected With Us

Learn more about 
Canines Do Canines by 
scanning the QR code 
with your smart phone

Subscribe to our monthly eNews, The 
Howler, to read real Can Do Canines 
stories about our graduates, volunteers 
and latest events. You’ll get all the 
latest Can Do Canines news delivered 
straight to your inbox! 

Sign up at can-do-canines.org

Saturday 
September 13th

 Save  the  Dates!

Saturday  
November 15th

Mark your calendars and gather your 
team to join us for a fun-filled day at 

the Can Do Woofaroo fundraising walk! 
Music, demonstrations, and exhibitor 
booths will make this a perfect day to 
spend with your four-legged friend.

Get out your black tie and tails for this 
year’s Fetching Ball. Dinner and laughter 
are on the plate and waiting for you. You 
won’t want to miss this amazing evening 
featuring musician Scott Helmer and, of 

course, Can Do Canines!

Bene
ting Can Do Canines


